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Weimar addressed to Fran, von Stein, we find in his diaries
not a few passages pointing to the depth of his affection
for Charlotte von Paumgarten and Marie Daffinger, who
lent their traits to Medea and Hero. We have in his
diaries but the indirect self-revelations of a genius ever
ready to magnify his human frailties, hut who at the same
time deprecated the sickly sentimentality which takes a
greater interest in the author's person than in his writings.
A curious incident in Grillparzer's life, related at length
in his diaries, refers to the story of a young girl, Marie
von Piquot, who, unknown to the poet, pined away in a
hopeless passion for him, which was only disclosed to her.
parents in her touching testament.

G-rillparzer's lack of decision in literary matters is at-
tested by the many unfinished projects and sketches found
among his papers. The most important of these frag-
ments date from, the beginnings of his literary career and
reveal extraordinary dramatic precocity and historical
knowledge. At the age of seventeen, he wrote two acts and
part of the third of a play entitled "Robert, Herzog von
der Hormandie"; at the age of nineteen, two acts of "Al-
fred der Grosse" and one act of "Spartakus." The
promise of these early productions is almost as remark-
able as the actual achievement of Lope's "Verdadero
Amante," written at the age of fourteen or fifteen. G-rill-
parzer roamed over the entire field of history in search
of plots and characters, and he accumulated during his
life a mass of plans and suggestions for future elabora-
tion equal to that found in Hawthorne's notebooks,
Oliver Cromwell appears in a "Lucretia Creinwill,"
begun at the age of sixteen; Henry II. of England in afrom
